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It is well accepted that timely, accurate and fit for purpose weather services underpin the safe and efficient running of all Antarctic operations. However, weather and sea ice information is not consistently made available to all Antarctic operators. For example, National programs are typically supported with tailor made products on an expedition specific basis by the affiliated national meteorological or research agency, whilst tourist, cargo and fishing vessels are mainly left to their own devices to acquire weather and sea ice information.

 

Historically and to this day most Antarctic weather services are built from small dedicated groups operating at the periphery of their homeland national weather service or research centres. Arguably, Antarctic weather service providers are more lean and agile but not as robust and resilient as their better resourced homeland counterparts. As such, Antarctic operators carry more risk of breaks in service continuity or quality than anywhere else.  

 

It is suggested that current service-providing organisations collaborate to define best practice in the science and implement quality management principles in both their training and product delivery systems, so as to ensure that the highest-quality service can be offered to all Antarctic operators.

 

Service capacity can be built up at the National and International level through co-investment, commercial development and improved coordination to minimise duplication of effort and maximise on skill and resource sharing. The World Meteorological Organisation, associated agencies and the Antarctic Treaty system provide an unparalleled framework for coordinating such international collaboration.

